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Qingdao (Tsingtao) 15-16 August, 2015
We travelled by train from Yantai to Qingdao,
sharing our soft-sleeper compartment with a Chinese family of grandmother and mother, a small
girl and a very boisterous boy. As this was a daytime journey, we were all seated on the lower
beds.

On arrival in Qingdao, a
large city sea-port with
many impressive new
buildings, were met by
our local guide and
driver. Our first stop
was outside the source
of one of Qingdao’s
most famous exports –
Tsingtao Beer. The brewery was set up
by a German company in 1903 to meet
the needs of the large German population in Tsingtao at that time.

Our principal objective was to find Edgewater Mansion. This was (in 1945) a recently built (1936) luxury
hotel on a peninsular between two popular bathing
beaches. In September 1945 were transported in a
few hours by train from the crowding and deprivation
of Weihsien Camp to this lovely place where we were
treated like royalty. We enjoyed wonderful meals
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served by uniformed waiters at tables with crisp, white table
cloths, and proper dishes and cutlery. We slept, at last, in
proper beds with sheets and blankets in rooms which all had
views out over the adjacent bays. We enjoyed this life of luxury for about ten days before being transported on an American troop-ship, the USS Geneva, to Hong Kong.
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Our guide and driver took us through
the city to the waterfront where we
progressed very slowly through dense
week-end traffic towards our destination. We enjoyed distant views of
Edgewater Mansion before eventually
arriving at the car park in front of the
hotel.
Our guide took us to the entrance
where he spoke to the Manageress and
explained our mission. To our surprise
– and delight – we were warmly welcomed in, and told we were allowed to
take photographs. This was a great
surprise as previous ex-Weihsieners
have not been permitted to go inside.

The manageress took us into several rooms on
different floors to show us their features and
the views they afforded. The style is very Art
Deco and I am so pleased that they have not
spoiled it by “modernising”! On one of the upper floors there is what was originally a sundeck where the latest movies were screened
on summer evenings. This has now been enclosed as an additional restaurant area.

At the end of our conducted tour we
were introduced to the joint Manager, and invited to sit with him and the manageress and
relate briefly the story of the Weihsien internees who stayed there in September 1945.
They were very interested, recognising that
this was an important episode in the hotel’s
history.
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The following morning, before catching the high-speed
train to Weifang,
we were taken to
see the Badaguan
Scenic area. This
has many large,
Western-style
houses in their
own grounds.
None is privately
owned (they belong to the State)
but they are
rented out to retired Government
and Military personnel.
A sign proclaims
that “The scenic
area was listed as a state protected historic site in 1996,
and was appraised as “the most beautiful city area in
China” in October, 2005”.

We all agreed that this had been a thoroughly successful visit. And now to Weifang!!

