70 year anniversary of the
liberation of the Weibsien
Concentration Camp
August 17, 1945
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MAJOR HISTORICAL & RAL SITES UNDER THE PROTECTION OF SHANDONG PROV
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FORMER SITE OF WEIHSIEN LE DAO YUAN & WESTERN CIVILIANS CONCE ENTRATION CAMP
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ANNGUNCED &1 THE PROPLE' § GOVERWENT OF SHANDONG PROVINCE ON OCTOBER 10TH, 2013
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ERECTED BY THE PEOPLE' S GOVERNMENT OF WEIFANG CITY IN DECEMBER OF 2013




Le Dao Yuan was taken as Weihsien Camp

After Lugouqiao incident on July 7th,
1937, Japanese army occupied Jiaodong

~ Peninsula at the beginning of 1938. Be-
cause at that time Americans maintained a
neutral position, the Japanese army in
Weihsien did not interfere Le Dao Yuan
much. Quickly, Le Dao Yuan became a ref-
uge. The refugees there came up to 4000.

After the Pacific War broke out, based
on the excuse that the Japanese stole the
secret information of the US army and
served for the Japanese army, US government
gathered all the Japanese immigrants in San
Francisco to a confined place near Los Angeles,
and restricted their freedom. In order to take
their revenge on US, Japan enforced to isolate
and intern all the overseas persons living in en-
emy-occupied China from Britain, America, Can-
ada, Australia, New Zealand etc. ... The Japa-
nese chose Weihsien Le Dao Yuan in North China
as a concentration camp. The Japanese called it
"A living place for the people of the enemy
~state". But the local people called it "Foreign
77 Residents Concentration Camp".

After that, Japanese successfully took

i captives and imprisoned the foreign residents
~ from US, Britain and other countries who

~ lived in the north of the Yangtze River and
Shanghai.

According to the statistics, there were to-

' tally about 2,011 European priests, doctors,
teachers, businessmen, students and so on,
including 327 children interned in the concen-
tration camp by the Japanese. 500 of them
were set free because of war prisoners ex-
change. There were many celebrities in adult
internees, among them were American R.
Jaegher, who was once Mr. Jiang Jieshi's ad-
visor; Mr. W. Hayes, the president of North
China Seminary School; Mr Davies, Dean of
Qilu College; Mr. Arthur Hummel Jr., a
teacher in the Middle School attached to
Catholic University, later as the American
Ambassador to China and Mr. Eric Liddell, the
famous British Olympic champion of 400 me-
ter race.
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Block #50
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- 1 In Weishien in 1
1915, the name of the school
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