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Brief Description.

Correspondence, photographs, and articles relating to Hess's missionary work as a nursein China
with China Inland Mission from 1931 to 1945. The documents not only trace Hess's missionary
career, but aso the Sino-Japanese war and her confinement to a Japanese internment camp from
1942-1945.

Collection 232 [October 23, 2000]

Hess, Esther Marguerite Nowack; 1906-
Papers; 1931-1941, 1945, 1959, n.d.

1 Box (DC; .25 cubic feet), Photographs
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There are no restrictions on the use of this collection.

Biography

Esther Nowack Hess was born July 9, 1906, in Chinato missionary parents, William Henry and
Katherine Plantz Nowack. Accepted by China Inland Mission (CIM; see CN 215), she began her
language training in 1931 and served as a nurse and teacher of nursesin Kansu Province (new
spelling, Gansu) from 1932 to 1934 and in Honan Province (new spelling, Henan) from 1935 to
1941. In May, 1941, she married Lawrence Hess, who died several months later. Soon after, she was
interned, first at the Temple Hill Concentration Camp and then at Weihsien Camp, a Japanese
internment camp in China, from 1942 to 1945. Her furloughs during her term of service took place in
1938-1938 and 1945-1946. Mrs. Hess had two sisters, Helen Nowack Frame (see CN 255) and Ruth
Nowack, who aso served with CIM in China.

Scope and Content

Correspondence, photographs, and two articles make up the documentsin this collection. The
correspondence consists of a complete set of Esther Hess's consecutive news/prayer letters from
1932 to 1945; her letters of 1941 were written jointly by her and her husband. The correspondence
begins with accounts of her language training, assignment by the mission, and travel in China. They
also give accounts of her work at Borden Memorial Hospital and the mission hospital at Kaifeng,
including numerous illustrations of illnesses the staff treated and evangelistic opportunities available
in the hospital, among them a case of demon possession.

In addition, the letters tell of the effects of the Sino-Japanese War, evacuation due to fighting, and
treatment of wounded soldiers and refugees. The final letter, written after her release from Weihsien
Camp, describes conditions and everyday life at the camp as well as the occasion of release from it.
One articlein the collection, a photocopy from the December 1945 issue of China's Millions, further
elaborates on the conditions in Weihsien and on the events surrounding the liberation of the camp
and other internment camps in China. The other article, written by Mrs. Hess, tells of a confrontation
with and near execution by the Communists in 1948. As her parents and sisters were all in China, the
letters al so note the whereabouts of al the family members and give accounts of family reunions, the
wedding of her sister, Helen, to Raymond Frame, and her marriage to Dr. Hess. She also frequently
refers to some of her co-workers, including Dr. D. V. Rees, Dr. Robert A. H. Pearce, Dr. Jessie
McDonald (see CN 246), and Paul E. Adolph.

The collection aso includes a number of photographs, the most notable of which are fourteen aerial
photos of Weihsien, taken by a photographer on a B-29 bomber dropping food shipments to POW's
after the Japanese surrender. Mrs. Hess, along with students from Chefoo School, were interned in
the camp.
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Provenance

The materialsin this collection were received by the Billy Graham Center in April 1982 from Esther
Nowack Hess through the United States branch of the Overseas Missionary Fellowship.
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This the relevant entry from the
above book on page 138




