                                                LIESSE

If you wish to visit the monastery of Notre Dame de Liesse in the province of Hopei, you have to travel three hundred kilometers south of Peijing. The clo0sest town is Cheng Ting Tu, and the journey takes under ten hours by train. The station where you alight is outside the walls of the town.

Cheng Ting Tu has fifty to seventy thousand inhabitants. Loke many other cities in China, the walls were built as a protection against bandits. The gates close at night and open again at six in the morning.

A missionary arriving here would feel quite comfortable, for the town is a hub for a number of Catholic organisations: there is a Cathedral and a Bishop's Palace of pleasing appearances, with no lack of marble in their construction. Also, a Minor Seminary and the Mother House of a Congregation of Chinese nuns belonging to the order of Saint Josephine  Two orphanages are run by Nuns of the Holy Childhood and a centre for girls operated by the Sisiters of Charity within the town and another for boys outside the walls. There are other organisations typical of the Christian apostolate as well.Two thousand people are involved in these undertakings forming a small town within the larger one.  .   

