
A plan of Weihsien 
Camp, Shantung Prov-
ince, China. The
camp, located on the 
grounds of a former 
mission compound about 
fifty to sixty years old, 
was surrounded by a 
wall and set out in the 
country, about three 
miles from Weihsien, a 
city of 100,000 
population.

Within the wall were 
two areas, one in
which the Japanese lived, 
and the other in which 
the internees were 
quartered. The homes 
which the Japanese 
occupied were upper 
middle-class, pre- World 
War I models

made of brick and which had been the missionaries' residences. The rest of the 
compound, the working mission, contained living space allocated to the
2,000 internees, as well as schools, a church built some time in the early 
twenties, a small ballfield, an excellent and somewhat new hospital
building, a bakery, and three kitchens. Families in the camp lived in rows of 
9 by 12-foot rooms; the single people lived in dormitory rooms in the
larger classroom buildings. The scale of the plan is accurate: the compound is 
only 200 yards at its widest point, and 150 yards long..



A small Chinese summer 
house in an area. between 
two of the large classroom 
buildings.

The hospital .  To the
right, one can see clearly

the wall with its electrified
barbed wire, the guard-

house, and the countryside
beyond.

A classroom building. One of the largest buildings in the compound, 
this was probably the administration and classroom building of
the middle-school. Rere men and Toomen's dormitories filled all the 
rooms.



A typical row of 9 by 12-foot rooms where the families lived. This 
sketch shows a patio in front, a stove and table where the woman is 
working, a small garden where vegetables might be grown, a line 
for laundry, and so un.

The yard of Kitchen I, the largest kitchen of the compound, where 
the author was cook and later manager. Two men are shown working, 
preparing lunch on the table.



Inside Kitchen I. which fed 
800 people. This shows 
large cauldrons in which 
all  the cooking was done (
the man is stirring one here)
, the various pots used for 
serving the food, the stoke 
hole below the cauldrons 
where the striker kept his 
fires,  the Pot for water on 
the right.hand side, and a 
lot of dirt  and mess all 
around.

The camp bakery (on the
right) and one of the men's

latrines and showers
beyond it. The bakery

held large ovens and a room
for making bread. The

water tower on the left is
for the men's showers;

a man is pumping water
into the tower.



The ballfield and
a good view of the

wall showing the
electrified barbed

wire, the guardhouse
with the machine

guns in it, and the
defense stations of the

Japanese guard.
They never had to use

these stations.. The very
small softball diamond

was so close to the
wall that there was

some problem of los-
ing balls over it.

Looking down the
main road of the

camp past the rows of
houses toward the

gate. The internees
went outside the gate

only to dump the
garbage.

View of Blocks 21-22, showing two rows of 9 by 12-foot rooms and a 
women's latrine with the water tower behind it.



These two pages are from the journal kept by the author while 
held in house arrest at Yenching University in Peking, before going 
to Weihsien.





A drawing by Miss Marie Regier, a missionary at Weihsien, 
showing women (who could be missionaries, hankers' wives, gay
ladies, and so on) scrubbing and culling the vegetables and washing 
them in the old bathtub.
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